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THE “GOOD SEED”       
GOSPEL LIFE 

 

(Empowering people to live “anew from faith” in the Gospel) 
 

‘For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is 
written, “The just (righteous) shall live by faith” (Romans 1:16-17)’ 

 

 
(From a mustard seed to a tree of abundant life) 

 

 

           “serving in love, sharing the Gospel and discipling” 
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This summary table below presents a series of heart events that the “Living Word”, the Gospel 
leads God’s people to be empowered by and to live “anew by faith”, from faith to faith.  These 
heart events have been provided in the Gospel teaching of the Apostle Paul found in the Book 
of Romans as follows: 
 
      “The Turning of hearts back to God through the Gospel…” 

Heart Event Description Refer To 
Jesus supernaturally implants His 
“Gospel Seed” into God’s children 

Jesus brings the “Kingdom of 
Heaven” to earth 

Introduction 

The Gospel revealing one’s true identity It sets one apart in God’s 
“Living Word”  

Section 1. 
Romans 1:1-17 

People seeking their own false identities False identities are made in sin 
and unrighteousness 

Section 2. 
Romans 1:18-32 

God alone is the only qualified “Judge 
of Righteousness” 

People aren’t the judges no 
matter their level of faithfulness 

Section 3. 
Romans 2:1-29 

People living separated from God by 
their sin 

Sin separates them from a 
righteous God 

Section 4. 
Romans 3:1-31 

God providing salvation through faith Faith in Christ saves God’s 
people 

Section 5. 
Romans 4:1-25 

Receiving hope, love and peace in the 
Son’s life 

The Holy Spirit pours out the 
Son’s life 

Section 6. 
Romans 5:1-11 

The new destiny through the sinless 
man’s obedience 

The second Adam overcame 
the sin of the first Adam 

Section 7. 
Romans 5:12-21 

Death to sin and newness of life Not a slave to sin but a vessel 
for grace 

Section 8. 
Romans 6:1-23 

Holy union with God’s righteousness 
and love 

Living married to righteousness 
and love 

Section 9. 
Romans 7:1-12 

The Letter of the Law is powerless 
against sin 

The flesh alone is weak against 
sin’s power 

Section 10. 
Romans 7:13-25 

The Spirit of the law is freeing and 
fruitful 

God’s indwelling love and 
power leads one to live 

victoriously 

Section 11. 
Romans 8:1-11 

Transforming hearts through adoption Hearts are transformed through 
adoption into Sonship 

Section 12. 
Romans 8:12-30 

Letting the love of God have full access Nothing overcomes God’s love 
in Christ 

Section 13. 
Romans 8:31-39 

Carrying the Gospel Seed of Christ From the beginning God’s 
children carried His promise 

Section 14. 
Romans 9 

Sowing the seed of Christ 
righteousness  

The righteousness of Christ 
calls all to repent 

Section 15. 
Romans 10 

Growing in the Gospel and letting its 
light shine from within 

Transformed to shine the 
Gospel light into darkness 

Section 16. 
Romans 12 

Being representatives of the coming 
Kingdom of God 

 God’s “righteousness, peace 
and joy (Kingdom)” coming 
through His people 

Conclusion 

“to be empowered and to empower others.”        

God speaks and breathes life into humanity through the Gospel (“Living Word of Christ”). 

The Gospel purposes ALL who believe to “be empowered and to empower others”, to live 

anew in God’s “righteousness and radical love”.  The Holy “Seed of the Son” unites His 

followers with God’s eternal, holy “life and heavenly justice (Kingdom)”.  Through “grace 

by faith” God’s order is restored as “Christ and God’s Kingdom” reigns in the body and 

soul of His people. 
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Introduction - Jesus Implanting His Gospel Life 
 

Training Focus: 
1. Brief testimony about what brought me to Jesus and His “new life” through the Gospel.   
2. What has led me to share this teaching? 
     > To continue the journey to understanding the fullness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the treasure 
         of Scripture which leads its followers to walk in the Lord’s “light, love and life”; 
     > To enlighten, encourage and empower others to walk in the footsteps of Christ and NOT to limp   
         to the finish line; 
     > To challenge us ALL to arise every morning to God’s “Spirit and Truth”. 
     > To exhort God’s people of faith to “live anew” in lives like a TV that has been changed from  
        displaying life in “black and white” to displaying life in Technicolor.   
     > To see the world through the prism (or glasses) of “The Christ and God’s Kingdom”.   
     > To know and trust in the One, “True God” who implants “new life” in His children and joins them  
         to His perfect love and faithfulness to His holy “words and deeds”.   
     
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things 
have become new. (2nd Cor. 5:17)” 
 
Using the term “gospel”?  When the term “gospel” is used it specifies a message exchanged as being 
true and implicitly believed (something that shouldn’t be questioned).  It’s a message one can trust and 
live by.  The difference between how the world defines gospels to live by and the church approaches 
the “Gospel of Jesus Christ” is that God’s Gospel about His Son has guaranteed its validity through His 
Son’s life and His resurrection from death to prove its supreme message regarding eternal life. 
  
The messages the world calls gospel and believes are in flux, ever-changing as is creation.  The Gospel 
the body of Christ believes in NEVER changes because it is alive in the Risen Christ forever. 
 
God’s “Word and Spirit” is the source for the “Gospel of Jesus Christ”.  When we encounter the God of 
Creation, God sources our eternal lives in the God who cares for lives that transcend (go beyond) the 
physical nature of life found in the cosmos.  This is why our God’s major concern is for the heart and 
soul of humanity.  He is harvesting eternal souls from creation.     
 
Goals for This Teaching on the Gospel of Jesus Christ:  
1) To emphasize God’s faithfulness in drawing hearts to His “Life-giving Word” through the Gospel and 
to increase one’s intimate knowledge of the work of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (John 17:3); 
2) To primarily approach this Gospel teaching of God through the teaching recorded for us in the Book 
of Romans;   
3) To unpack further how God’s grace joined with faith, first demonstrated in perfection by Christ, and 
then in perfection by trusting Jesus alone produces a people “empowered by the Gospel message and 
equipped to live anew by faith empowering others”; 
4) To impart God’s “Spirit and Truth” in a manner that leads others to be encouraged in their faith 
journey of receiving the fullness of the Gospel message, its righteousness. 
5) To equip followers of Christ to become better conduits for God’s grace and to empower others to live 
from its message as their lives reflect Christ;  
6) Finally, to NOT simply share knowledge for one’s mind like some well-cooked theology recipe but 
rather to reveal the “new life” of faith, how the Spirit of God flows through His Kingdom from heaven to  

earth and joins His children with Him in accomplishing His will being done       
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Symbols for Groupings of points in Each Section  

The following three symbols are used to indicate the beginning of a subsection that is addressing one 

of the three major emphasizes in this training: 

Points that highlight where God’s “people of the Gospel” stand as they trust in the 

“light, love and life” of Jesus Christ.  The main point of each section of Romans is to draw the reader 

deeper and deeper into the “Living Word”, Christ the Redeemer! 

Points that highlight fruitfulness through seeing oneself position in Christ to be a 

Nehemiah in the faith.  Nehemiah had a tool in one hand and a weapon in the other.  “People of the 

Gospel” use physical tools to construct physical walls and networks to serve/love God’s children.  

“People of the Gospel” use the spiritual weapon of “The Spirit of Truth” to lift up the name of Jesus and 

God’s Kingdom (The King & His Domain) over unfruitful positions. 

 Points that highlight the ongoing battle that is occurring over the territory both God’s 

Kingdom and the enemy of the truth clash over.  These battles are where God is bringing total freedom 

through His Kingdom coming through Grace to those who stand in Christ and believe in their positioning 

as they await the return of Christ. 
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1. The Gospel Revealing One’s True Identity (Romans 1:1-17) 
 
Section Focus: 
>>> Beginning in Romans chapter 1, we see the writer through the Spirit declare that God’s children 
stand firm by faith in Christ, their new identity born of faith in Christ and His “Living Word”. 

The Apostle Paul personally declares this about his new identity in Romans 1:1, 
“Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God”. 
 
Why does Paul call himself a bondservant of Jesus Christ? 
Through faith he has become a person bound to the life of service to “Christ and The Gospel Truth”. 

What He’s bound to “live by and serve” was given to Him by Christ and He lives to share? 
A life of being forever: 

a) thankful for being rescued from the “fog of war” of “sin and death”; 
b) captivated by the “light, love and life” of Jesus Christ; 
c) led by the “truth and love” of God revealed through the Gospel. 

            Note: The source of this forever life is the “body and blood” of Christ; 
                            
The Book of Romans speaks to these three areas of the life God has gifted to “His people of the 
Gospel” throughout its teaching and the faith that identities them as “new creations” in Christ.  
 

What inward work occurs as one embraces the Gospel life of Christ and the Spirit’s 
ongoing work of forging one’s identity in Christ?  
 
1. Like the Apostle Paul one seeks after God’s Divine purpose for their life as His servant. 
   
2. One lets God’s Divine purpose shine through them as they are set apart by the “Gospel of the   
     righteousness of Christ” by faith. 
 
3. They understand that they have been called to a life of faith for Romans 1:17 emphasizes that    
    “The just (righteous) shall live by faith.” 
  
4. Each day in one’s heart by faith, one dresses themselves in the righteousness of Christ. 
 
5. Each day one gives their body and mind to follow the righteousness (obedience) of Christ. 
     
6. Each day one like a good son seeks to honor their “Heavenly Father”. 
 
Section Conclusion: 
>>> By the Gospel one becomes a bondservant to the gift of eternal life received through its message. 
‘For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17)’ 
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2. People Seeking Their Own False Identities (way) (Romans 1:18-32) 

Section Focus: 
>>> Without being born of God’s righteousness that comes through “faith in Christ”, humanity finds 
itself bound to many false identities.  These false identities are like masks that people wear to try and 
hide their unbelief in the “Maker of All” and to deny that their “sin of unbelief” in the one, true God has 
severe consequences.   
>>> This second half of Romans chapter 1 helps the reader to see the very visible contrasts between 
those who follow Jesus WITH those who have rejected the Lord’s righteousness.  Let’s contrast the 
lifestyles of these two groups of: a) the one group identified in Christ and b) the many false identities 
(masks) forged in unrighteousness… 
 

Three important biblical truths that ALL false identities contradict: 

1) Humanity was created to be made in the identity, the likeness of God. (Gen. 1:26) Then God 
said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…” God provides a likeness 
greater than one’s human parents, God’s likeness points to the true source of life. 
 

2) Humanity was created to take hold of and demonstrate the invisible attributes of God. (Rom. 
1:19) “what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.” God has 
provided a reservoir, one’s soul and body to contain the very best of God’s truth both within us 
and to be seen by others. 
 

3) Humanity was created to bring God glory as His “order and power (Kingdom)” flows through their 
lives of faith in Christ.  

Rom. 1:20 “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead”.  Therefore, the physical creation 
is a “type and shadow”, “expression of life” which points to the God of Spirit and His reign above both 
the physical and spiritual realm. 

 

  The deception of sin, the “fog of war” of living in a fallen world is used by the adversary 
to draw unbelievers into the following places as they are being jaded by their false identities: 

1) Unbelief leads them into God’s judgment as they try to replace God’s “order and power 
(righteousness) with their own. 
 

2) Unbelief leads them to create false narratives (gospels) to follow and causes them to be molded 
by sin rather than Grace.  Their unbelief brings God’s judgment upon themselves as they ignore 
the formational power of God’s “Spirit and Truth”, its ability to make one eternally new. 
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3) Unbelief leads them to reject the righteousness of God found only in God’s “Spirit and Truth”.  It 
places one on an endless quest of re-inventing themselves as they surrender their lives to many 
varieties of: godless, unrighteous and sinful whims of their hearts. 
 

4) Unbelief leads them to become captives of their foolish thinking and spiritual strongholds as 
one’s worship of the God of the Bible is exchanged for following their depraved minds and the 
lusts of the bodies. 
 

5) Unbelief leads them away from being the containers of God’s very best.  Rather, their bodies 
and souls become receptacles for all kinds of unnatural things as they try to make themselves 
self-contained vessels of everything the world has to offer. 
 

6) Unbelief produces “thoughts and deeds” that stand in opposition to “the Gospel of Christ” and 
the presence of God’s Kingdom. 
 

7) Unbelief leads them to justify in their minds their unrighteousness and seek the approval of 
others as they walk in it.  It proliferates evil as they call “bad good and good bad”.  

Only the one, true identity of trusting in the “Living Word” of God (Christ) can stand 
against God’s judgment of sin.  God’s Word declares that: 
 
1) The glory of God is proclaimed through His creation of the universe and its glorious heavenly lights 
we see at night.   
 
2) The glory of God is proclaimed through the ongoing discovery of the complexity of God’s design for 
the human “body and soul”.   
 
3) The glory of God is proclaimed through God’s Kingdom come through His redeeming love, 
compassion imparted to humanity in the bodily form of His Son and His life-giving “Spirit of Truth”, Holy 
Word made flesh, manifested in both the spiritual and physical realm. 
 
Section Conclusion: 
>>> Seeking one’s glory is a very destructive path.  Seeking to glorify God leads one away from 
unrighteousness and its false identities. 
 
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, 
for God has shown it to them (Romans 1:18-19)”. 
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3. God alone is the only qualified “Judge of Righteousness” (Romans 2:1-29) 
 

Section Focus: 
>>> In life, we often are tempted to judge one another.  Whether it’s to satisfy the need to compete with 
or have control over others, whatever the reason our judgments are sinful to God.   
 
>>> God is calling His people to focus on Him and His work of bringing His righteousness (Kingdom) 
to bear while NOT judging others as less important than oneself or NOT worthy of God. Judging others 
can bring condemnation to oneself as one’s “words and deeds” are judged in return as hypocrisy.  
 
>>> God alone is the “Judge of Righteousness” because His judgments are truthful and account for 
everything that needs to be considered.  He knows the hearts of people and the full account of each 
situation.  “Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you 
judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. (Rom. 2:1)” 
 

  Why the pursuit of self-righteousness whether its driven by religion or not is inferior to 
God’s perfect standard of righteousness?  

1. ALL people are born with a God-given conscience that provides a basic filter for knowing the 
difference between “right and wrong”, “good and bad” to use as they express themselves through their 
“thoughts, words and deeds”. 

2. In addition, God has given His people the written Law to inform them of His good will, what is “right 
and wrong”.  His Law informs one’s conscience of exactly what pleases God (His holiness) through its 
commandments.  It doesn’t empower them to perfectly obey Him in “thought, word and deed”, His 
commandments.   

3. Even people distant from God’s Word have created their own “laws and codes” to live by because 
they recognized that justice can’t prevail where there is evil (sins and its powers) destroying 
communities as they live together.  These “laws and codes” they create are inferior to God’s Law.  They 
result in them promoting unrighteous lifestyles.  

4. The pursuit of self-righteousness is put to death when one hears the “Gospel of Righteousness” and 
submits one’s heart to be cut/changed by it into the holy image of Christ. 
 

How God identifies His righteous people who live by faith?  

“For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but he 
is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the 
letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.  (Rom. 2:28-29)” 

1. The heart within is circumcised by the righteousness of God so that the “truth and love” of Christ 
might dwell within (God’s righteousness).  

2. God’s “standard of righteousness” is greater than one’s conscience; one’s code for life, or one’s 
ability to perfectly follow God’s Law.  
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3. As God the “Judge of righteousness” moves a person to humble themselves and to be a host for His 
righteousness, they learn that His righteousness isn’t purposed to control or manipulate others.   
 
4. God’s righteousness positions humanity to demonstrate and give witness to God’s righteousness 
and the completeness of its work.  Obedience looks towards God’s “order and power”, the “Judge of 
Righteousness” to do the thorough, heart level work that only His righteousness can perform.   
 

How God’s righteousness brings the King’s justice to earth? 
  
1. It brings forth upright “thoughts, words and deeds” flowing via God’s “Spirit and Truth” into and 
through the hearts of His children. 
 
2. It brings about a more consistent morally upright state which promotes human dignity to its rightful 
highest place as God’s justice abounds.   
 
3. It brings about a greater desire in the hearts of people to listen for the voice of God’s Son speaking 
life into humanity (Romans 10:6, John 10:27). 
 
4. It brings about the fruit of God’s grace which washes away the sin of humanity and brings glory to 
God as God’s children rely upon His “Spirit and Truth”, NOT their abilities and judgments. 
 
5. It lifts up the visible template of what a righteous life looked like in God’s Son: 

a. Jesus did what was right in the Father’s sight, even in private because of His constant awareness   
     of the presence of God and His “Most High Standard of Righteousness”; 

      b. Jesus valued “God’s Righteousness” above privately in His heart above all things even His       
          physical safety.  He was consistently identified by God’s Way, not by the world’s way of sin; 
      c. Jesus shined the “Gospel Light” in public with godly “thoughts, words and deeds” as He  
          represented “God’s Righteousness” selflessly; 
      d. Jesus joined others in worshipping and representing the “Judge of Righteousness” in public to  
          demonstrate God’s Kingdom coming to earth. 
 
Section Conclusion: 
>>> The life of faith is one in which we seek to honor God alone through His inward work in our lives.  
It is NOT based on our performance or the performance of others to receive praise.  Rather, God’s 
judgment of one’s heart is what leads them to live the life of faith in His “Spirit and Truth”.   
 
>>> We honor God when we let Him alone be the judge of ALL because He alone does the convicting 
work that reaps an eternal harvest. 
 
“For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but he 
is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose 
praise is not from men but from God. (Romans 2:28-29)” 
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4. People living separated from God by sin (Romans 3:1-31) 
 

Section Focus: 
>>> When humanity (Adam and Eve) fell into sin in the Garden of Eden, they fell into the bondage of 
being separated from God because sin had taken residence within their hearts.   
 
>>> God is eternally holy and righteous in every way. Holiness can’t live in union (yoked) to sin, without 
Christ humanity remains separated from God by its sin.   

 
“There is none righteous, no, not one. (Romans 3:10)”…   
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23)” 
 

  Specifically what is sin verses holiness? 
  
1. It is any “thought, word or deed” that is in violation of God’s moral code, His “standard of 
righteousness”, His will for ALL to be right, complete and live together in perfect justice.  From “God the 
Creator’s” perspective it leads one to live in an unnatural state (unrighteousness) as one is separated 
from God.  Romans 3:10 and Romans 3:23 emphasize the fallen state of humanity left alone in its sin.   
 
2. Is there any hope that anyone can possess or live a perfectly righteous life? God’s truth is constant 
and unchanging.  When humanity fell short of God’s glory, they turned away from His truth and holy 
way.  They became prisoners of sin, making them incapable of returning to a life of walking consistently 
in God’s truth, His “standard of righteousness”.  Without God’s intercession NO ONE on earth can 
escape the clutches of sin.  They are condemned to live forever separated from God. 
 

How does God intercede for humanity via His love to free them from their sin? 
 
1. God formed covenants with His people over time based upon them trusting in His holiness and 
presence during their struggles with sin.  Eventually, God gave His people His eternal righteousness 
through faith in the Perfect/New Covenant based upon the sinless life of His Son Jesus whom He sent 
from heaven to earth to redeem His people of faith. 
 
2. What are some of the ways God interceded for humanity as they waited for the Covenant in Christ? 
God both interceded and prepared the people to receive Jesus through the following covenants:    

The covenant God made to Noah and the sign of the rainbow;  
The covenant God made with Abraham and the sign of a child being born in old age;  
The covenant of the Law and the sign of moving God’s people into the Promised Land.   

 
3. Through God’s covenants, He interceded for humanity and established a community of believers 
who would one day receive His permanent, unbreakable promise of righteousness (the life of Jesus) 
living in their hearts. All previous covenants were place holders, like a nanny who temporarily watches 
over a child while their parents are away.  A nanny never replaces the parent.  These previous 
covenants didn’t replace the people’s need for their lives to be completely changed from the inside out 
by the Messiah.  Humanity needs constant righteousness to live forever with God. 
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How does God join His people with His eternal “Covenant of Righteousness”? 
 
1. God has made His righteousness visible and available through His Word becoming flesh.  Through 
the supernatural, miraculous birth of Christ God makes His “New Covenant of Righteousness” 
available to be birthed into the hearts of His children.  
 
2. The “Just live by faith” as they turn by faith to Jesus away from their sin and accept Jesus into their 
hearts through God’s grace by faith.  This is the only way that humanity can be in a state of being 
separated from sin and enjoy God’s eternal fellowship. 
 
3.  Due to the depravity and power of sin, there is no other way to satisfy the judgment of the “Judge 
of Righteousness”.  All other attempts by individuals to redeem oneself are futile to God because ALL 
have fallen short of His glory!  There is no glory in unbelief! 
 
Section Conclusion: 
>>> “Faith in Christ” is the only way for humanity to overcome its sin problem and be yoked to God’s 
righteousness!   
 
“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. 
(Romans 3:21-22)” 
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5. God Providing Salvation Through Faith (Romans 4:1-25) 

Section Focus: 
>>> When sin entered humanity, the God-established relationship/fellowship of trust was broken 
between God and humanity.  God has always been trustworthy.  While humanity in the Garden of Eden 
was deceived into distrusting and disobeying God’s commandments, His love and leadership.  
  
>> From that first sin, humanity in ignorance had entered into the “fog of war”, a land cursed with “sin 
and death”.  (Note: Adam means “from the dirt”. Now both people and land suffer under this curse.) 
 

  Why couldn’t humanity save itself? 
 
Humanity had entered into a downfall they could NOT pull out of via their own corrective “words and 
deeds” because of the holiness of God.  There’s a saying “oil and water” don’t mix.  The sin of humanity 
and the holiness of God won’t mix either to make holy water. 
 
What was the problem that humanity was facing when they fell into sin?  
 
“Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of 
the parents to the third and fourth generation. (Exodus 34:7)” Sin must be removed completely, not 
ignored.  Only, the God of grace could make a way for humanity, “The Lord, the Lord, the 
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love 
to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. (Exodus 34:6)” God provided His grace first 
to those while who were living in the “fog of war”.  Then, His grace made a way through faith for them 
to be lifted above His heavenly action of removing sin (His perfect judgment). 
 
God’s Way restores fellowship with Himself through His mercy, “forgiveness and righteousness” aimed 
at the heart of the problem.  It redeems humanity at the proper time NOT rushed by their sin.  It doesn’t 
always look like the perfect timing as we suffer from our sin but God has taken the eternal suffering of 
sin upon Himself.  Faith in God, His Living Word (Light) is the only way out of the “fog of war (sin)” 
leading back to eternal paradise whose way was lost in the Garden of Eden.  
 

 How do we see God redeeming humanity after their fall into sin? 
 
Abraham, the father of faith who was first chosen to father a community of faith on earth, trusted in the 
“Word of the Lord”.  He heard God’s voice and left Haran to follow God.  He lived as a man who walked 
by faith.  His faith (trust) in God made him righteous in God’s sight.  Therefore, through the promise 
and potential of God’s grace He was yoked to God’s three-fold promise of redemption for His people:  

1. I will make you into a great nation; 
2. I will bless you and make you famous; 
3. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt… 

All families will be blessed through you.  (Gen. 12:1-3)  
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‘For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.” Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. But to him 
who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for 
righteousness. (Romans 4:3-5)’  
 
Section Conclusion: 
>>> The faithfulness of Abraham and other believers who followed him in the Bible demonstrated the 
pattern for one trusting in God’s Word.   
 
>>> Believing in the Word made flesh, God’s Son is the pattern that the “body of Christ” walks in as 
they collaborate with God’s will, His Kingdom come. 
   
>>> The journey of faith continues as the “body of Christ” trusts in God’s three-fold promise to Abraham 
even today. 
   
>>> Jesus stands alone above Abraham as He came to be both the “author and finisher” of humanity’s 
call to walk by faith set before God’s children. “as it is written, “I have made you a father of many 
nations” in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those 
things which do not exist as though they did (Romans 4:17);” 
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6. Receiving Hope, Love and Peace in the Son’s life (Romans 5:1-11) 

Section Focus: 
>>> The Lord has come so that His Gospel life might restore every heart with His eternal “hope, love 
and peace”.  These come to humanity through His sinless life and sacrificial work on the cross.   
 
>>> “Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us…God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:5,8)”  
 
>>> The ability to receive “Living Hope” and the “love of God” has come through the peace treaty 
established at the cross.  This peace establishes an eternal yoking between the hearts of humanity and 
God’s heart for those who receive His Son.   
 

Why “Living Hope” must precede and replace “just practicing religion”? 
 
What is the difference between a person who walks with God’s “Living Hope” inside them compared to 
a person who is a “very religious” person? 
 
Characteristics of Living Hope:  

1) “Living Hope” revolves (centers) one’s life around being in an unbreakable relationship (having 
regular fellowship) with the Son’s life.   

2) “Living Hope” changes one’s heart to experience daily interaction with “Christ and His Kingdom” 
based upon God’s “Truth, Righteousness, Love and Glory”. 

3) “Living Hope” brings the peace that goes beyond understanding to God’s children that faith in 
Christ calls them to stand upon despite their feelings or situations. 

4) “Living Hope” speaks God’s “life and justice” over ALL their days.  It leads them to rest in God 
and go to sleep at night when their days have been difficult or stressful.   

Characteristics of Practicing Religion: 

1) These are intermittent or sporadic times when one wants to acknowledge God is in their life; 
2) Their hope is based upon one’s actions to draw God into their lives it is contrary to God’s 

underserved merit, favor or presence given to them; 
3) Their peace is experienced based upon their works and their ability to see the scales of their 

righteous deeds equaling their unrighteous deeds. 
4) When they go to bed at night under the weight of the world they see no way for their problems 

to be resolved while they are resting.  No practice of religion means no resolution forthcoming. 
They have NO hope of God interceding for them during down time. 

 How the “Practice of Religion” as one stands by faith on “Living Hope” glorifies God? 

There are aspects of “practicing religion” as one celebrates the Christian faith that are important for the 
journey of carrying the Gospel Light into the world. 
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1. Afterall, true religion is an outward witness of God’s existence to the world.  However, it’s NOT the 
center, the “Living Hope” which has birthed one’s faith.  Jesus ISN’T religion, he’s perfect faith in God. 
2. Practicing religion like praying and reading the Bible does draw people close to God. 
 
3. Worshipping regular does draw people close to God. 
 
4. To the world, practicing religion should lead them to see involvement of God’s “presence and power” 
in its midst.  “Living Hope” leads believers to do this as they live the reality of God’s Kingdom being 
near, in their midst daily. 
 
Section Conclusion: 
>>> Many religions do similar things like Christians such as “gathering together” and charitable works 
but what’s at the heart of Christianity (The life of Christ) stands alone.   
 
>>> God’s Kingdom is being established through the children of God receiving and manifesting the 
“Living Hope, Love and Peace” found in the Son’s life. We must decrease so His “hope, love and peace” 
will increase through our lives of faith! 
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7. The New Destiny in One Man’s Obedience (Romans 5:12-21) 
 
Section Focus: 
>>> The Scripture emphasizes the holiness of God and that He desires His people of faith to be an 
upright people in “thoughts, words and deeds”.   
 
>>> God’s grace leads His people to their new destiny, to live free of sin’ clutches and judgment.  God’s 
Word maps the course for walking in the destiny that His Son has made available for believers.  
 

 Why is the Christ the only one who can redeem / save us? 
 
The first Adam and his descendants: 
 
1) The first man Adam that God created, disobeyed God.   
2) This started an unending cycle of sin that humanity was powerless to break.  

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death 
spread to all men, because all sinned. (Romans 5:12)” 

 
The second Adam and His descendants: 
 
1) The second Adam, Christ came down from heaven by the power of the Holy Spirit through the virgin  
     Mary to break the cycle of sin. 
2) The perfect obedience to God of Jesus while He walked on earth culminating with His sacrifice,  
     on the cross broke the stronghold of sin which the first Adam brought into this world. 
3) Through God’s grace by faith descendants of Christ were born, a people who follow Jesus in “Spirit 
     and Truth” to their new destiny. 
 
“But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much more the 
grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. And the 
gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from 
one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in 
justification. (Romans 5:15-16)” 
 

What does obedience through trusting in the gift of Christ look like? 
 
1. In the Old Testament we have many stories of God’s faithful who trusted in His holiness such as: 
Abraham and King David.  Their trust in God lifted them above their weaknesses.  The Old Testament 
“people of faith” looked towards God’s redeeming love and power.  
 
2. In the New Testament we have the stories of trusting in Jesus and following Him in the Gospels, Acts 
and the Epistles.  Those who trust in the Lord have become vessels for God’s righteousness.   
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3. They lived and died carrying the “Living Hope” of being set apart to witness God’s Kingdom come.  
Believing in Christ and God’s Kingdom changed their lifestyles, their “thoughts, words and deeds”. It 
set the course of their hearts upon the final judgment and day of the resurrection of God’s beloved.     
 
4. They were identified by the following trait for the world to witness: 
 
“And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. (Acts 2:21)”  
 
Section Conclusion: 
>>> God’s people of destiny call upon Him and talk with Him regularly.  They are born of Christ when 
they first call out to Him to turn away from their sin and trust Him for life.   
 
>> They call to Him as they study God’s Word and are discipled.   
 
>>> They call to Him as they travel the highways and byways of life.   
 
>>> They declare His covenant with them through Christ over life’s difficulties.  They rest in the 
obedience of Christ and follow His example of obedience as their course for their life today, tomorrow 
and forever is already written in God’s Book.   
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8. Death to Sin and Newness of Life (Romans 6:1-23) 
 
Section Focus: 
>>>Through the sinless life of Christ, God overcomes the hold of “sin and death”, the sin nature which 
is one’s master without Christ.  Faith in the life of Christ brings death to sin.   
 
>>>As the life of Christ is received by faith into one’s life, their new master becomes ‘freedom in Christ”.  
This change becomes evident to others that one has received the “newness of life”.  God’s “newness 
of life” within them, highlights the truth that the “Living Word” through the Spirit of Christ is keeping them 
from sin.  “You are My witnesses,” says the Lord, “And My servant whom I have chosen, that you may 
know and believe Me (Isaiah 43:10)” 
 

How is Death to Sin and Newness of Life Established? 
 
1. Faith in the sinless life of Christ leads all who believer to repent (turn from a sin-filled lifestyle); to be 
baptized into the Lord’s “death and life” and to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). 
 
2. The Lord must intervene supernaturally and personally for each new believer.  Baptism becomes 
more than a religious ritual.  The core meaning of baptism is receiving the Lord’s “death and life” and 
receiving the Holy Spirit. 
 
3. God has provided a New Covenant for the forgiveness of sin and its wages (death) for followers of 
His Son.  New birth comes from above as one is joined with the life, death and Spirit of Christ.   
 
4. The Gospel is preached, and God’s Word does NOT return void as the “newness of life” is received 
as one places their faith in the Lord’s sacrifice for ALL sin in order to be forgiven.   
 
“Therefore, we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been 
united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 
knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be [a]done away with, 
that we should no longer be slaves of sin. (Romans 6:4-5)” 
 

 What if I should fall, stumble/sin in my walk with God in His newness of life? 
 
1. The finished work of Christ has set a believer apart from sin in this life and placed them on God’s 
“Most Highway”.  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. (Romans 6:23)” 
 
2. In this life, we walk in the redeeming blood of Jesus. “(1st John 1:7) But if we walk in the light as He 
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us 
from all sin.” 
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3. In this life, our confession of sin unleashes God’s power within us which is molding us into the image 
of Christ. “(1st John 1:9) If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 
4. In this life, the Lord leads His redeemed through the “new life” they have received in their hearts to 
live under grace and NOT under sin. “But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were [e]delivered. And having been set free 
from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. (Romans 6:17-18)” 
 
5. In this life, rest in the finished work of Christ when deception and sin comes one way.  As one grows 
into the understanding and power of God’s grace, like the sting of death’s hold has been removed, the 
power of sin fades into the past.  
 
Section Conclusion: 
>>>The Apostle Paul shared this with the Galatians in another epistle about the far superior New 
Covenant compared to Old Covenant of the Law, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ 
has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage … do not use liberty as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another … Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not 
fulfill the lust of the flesh. (Gal. 5:1,13,16)”   
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9. Holy Union with God’s “Righteousness and Love” (Romans 7:1-12) 
 
Section Focus: 
>>> The hearts of the religious people who followed the Law had grown cold and unresponsive to God 
who is Spirit, full of sanctifying “grace and truth”.   
 
>>> Their lifestyles based upon following the 613 laws that religious scholars had compiled from the 
Torah had failed to produce God’s righteousness from the inside-out.  Trying to be a good religious 
person had accomplished the opposite work of God’s love as it made the people’s heart cold to God’s 
will (Hosea 6:6).   
 
>>> They became like a partner in a marriage that is dead to the other in their heart.  When a wedding 
partner is dead towards the other, they begin to search for love from others or other things with their 
heart.  This search for God’s “righteousness and love” through religion without God’s full partnership 
alive within them still led them to be aroused by the sinful (unfaithful) passions of their flesh.  
 
“For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused by the law were at work in our 
members to bear fruit to death. (Romans 7:5)” 
 

 What does being married/yoked to the “body of Christ” look like? 
 
>>> The religious leaders looked worse to God than those who had dead hearts and had stopped 
following the rules and rituals.  To God they were hypocrites who looked like white washed tombs, clean 
on the outside and dead on the inside. 
 
>>> The “bride of Christ” through the proclamation of the Gospel and one’s acceptance of the “Risen 
Christ” is born on the inside from the life of Christ come down from heaven and raised from the grave 
that couldn’t contain Him.  An eternal wedding band of the “Father, Son and Holy Spirit” has been 
wrapped around one’s soul by grace through faith.   
 
“Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you 
may be married to another—to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God. 
(Romans 7:4)”  
 
>>> Unlike being married to Law, the “body of Christ” looks vibrant and fruitful to God as it has become: 

A new creation who is fully consummated (consumed by) to the Spirit of Christ. 
A new creation who is changed from the inside-out; 
A new creation who is capable of bearing spiritual fruit from their marriage; 
A new creation who turns away from spiritual pride which offends their Husband; 
A new creation who relies upon God’s “righteousness and radical love”; 
A new creation who always trusts their Husband and seeks His way; 
A new creation who lives for the favor of God; 
A new creation who has taken on the purpose of their Husband. 

 
>>> Gone is the way of religious pride born of heartless sacrifices to God as one simply followed the 
Law to be a good person and atone for one’s sin.  This way left one’s heart inattentive to its marriage 
partner, the God of Creation. 
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>>> The “bride of Christ” has been carried over the threshold of the its new home which has an open 
door policy for both its heart and the heart of God. 
 
Section Conclusion: 
>>> As the Son of God was revealed to His people, He legally offered them the acceptable way in 
God’s sight to leave their fruitless marriage (unchanged souls) under the Law.   
 
>>> Under the New Covenant, “Faith in Jesus” now unites two to be one, God and humanity forever in 
holy marriage (union).   
 
>>> God’s righteous heart and radical love flows through “faith in Christ” into the hearts of His people.  
God sees His bride as spotless on the inside through the faithfulness of Christ and unblemished on the 
outside through the ability of the Son to make all things new.  He is the author and finisher of the faith.  
God sees His bride walking down the center aisle toward Him and the wedding altar.   
 
>>> This view of God for His bride is why the Apostle Paul wrote these words, “rejoice in the Lord 
always, I say it again rejoice (Phil. 4:4)”   
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10. The Letter of the Law was Powerless Against Sin (Romans 7:13-25) 
 

Section Focus: 
>>> Just living with an explanation of “how to be holy? (The Law)” doesn’t change the desires of one’s 
heart which are unholy. 
 
>>> Just being a people who has traditions, religious rituals and makes sacrifices over and over again 
to God was NEVER the Lord’s ultimate goal for His people who are in covenant with Him. 
 
In John 10:10 Jesus said “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly.” 
 

  What struggles did Paul, one of the most holy and religious people of his time still 
wrestle with? 
 
1. Paul lived to be the best version of himself in God’s eyes through His own power. 
 
2.  However, God saw the struggle within Paul and every man as they attempt to live a life out of their 
own power (and character) as they try to overcome the power of sin. 
 
3. Living with one’s own strength against one’s fallen flesh produces similar results as Paul had when 
he lived with an unregenerated life.  “For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man.  But I 
see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of sin which is in my members. (Romans 7:22-23)”  
 
4. Eventually by the grace of God, Paul came to the following revelation of his need for a “new life and 
strength” in Romans 7:17-19, ”But now, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me. For I know 
that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform 
what is good I do not find. For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I 
practice.” 
 

 Who has come to deliver humanity from this hopeless situation? 
 
1. The Lord Jesus came into the world to make both the knowledge of God and His power available to 
His “people of faith”.   
 
2. The gift of the uncompromising character of Christ and the resurrection power of Christ was God’s 
ultimate plan for saving humanity from its hopeless situation. “O wretched man that I am! Who will 
deliver me from this body of death? I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Romans 7:24-25)” 
 
Section Conclusion: 
>>> Without the Son of God, humanity had no hope of being set free from the power of sin. Without the 
character of the sinless Christ and His resurrection power living inside one’s “heart and soul”, they could 
only produce an outward appearance of walking in fellowship, living with a holy God in His house.  
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11. The Spirit of the Law is Freeing and Fruitful (Romans 8:1-11) 
 
Section Focus: 
>>> God has done an amazing two-fold work of: 1) removing the condemnation of the Law and 2) 
through His “Covenant of Grace” pouring out His Spirit upon ALL who trust in Christ. 
 
>>> The “Spirit of Christ” has come to free the faithful from the weakness of one’s “mind and flesh” as 
they are yoked to the righteousness of Christ. 
 
>>> God’s Spirit of loyal, life-giving love now flows like a fountain or spring via the life of Christ into 
humanity to produce the only “righteous and eternal” fruit acceptable to God, fruit that is bore from the 
holy, incorruptible life of Christ. 
 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according 
to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. (Romans 8:1)” 
 

 How does the “New Covenant” fully embodied in Christ deliver God’s children and 
empower them to be fruitful (good) trees? 
 
>>> It’s “grace by faith” alone in Jesus which delivers and transforms lives into good trees.  
“O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?  I thank God—through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! (Romans 7:24-25)” 
 
>>> The unblemished priesthood of Christ through God’s “New Covenant” now intercedes over God’s 
people of faith.  As the Spirit leads God’s people, Jesus personally intercedes so that God’s “Holy Word” 
will bring to bear His promises upon their lives. 
“For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but the word of the oath, which came 
after the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever. (Hebrews 7:28)” 
 
>>> The Holy Spirit through the finished work of Christ now brings the conviction of sin, the gift of 
righteousness and the judgment of sin into this world like a meal served up on a table for God’s children 
to consume as they turn to God’s “New Covenant” and receive His Spirit. 
“He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not 
believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, 
because the ruler of this world is judged. (John 16:8-11)” 
 

 What does one’s homecoming of living in eternal covenant with God look like?  
 
>>> When one has been joined with God’s Spirit, they become like a child adopted into a royal family. 
“But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone 
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. (Romans 8:9)”  
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>>> Their “faith in Christ” joined with the Holy Spirit manifests the character and values of God: 

a. God’s character is compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, overflowing with loyal love, faithful 
and just. (Exodus 34:6-7) 

b. What God values is found as one seeks first the “Kingdom of Heaven” and the  
“righteousness / justice of God”. 

>>> They bear fruit which comes from the flower of a renewed mind.   
“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. (Romans 8:5)” 
 
Section Conclusion: 
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.  
(Romans 8:2)” 
 
>>> Instead of battling with the “mind and flesh” under the Law, God has set His people free from the 
life of earning their righteousness to a life of walking by faith in the continuous life-giving movement of 
God’s Spirit. 
 
>>> The newfound freedom of the Spirit draws humanity closer to God’s will than the Law could 
because now the “Spirit of Christ” lives inside God’s people. 
 
>>> This new place of living in God’s New Covenant (House of Faith) brings forth unending 
thankfulness for God’s “mercy and empowerment” where God bears much fruit. 
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12. Transforming Hearts Through Adoption (Romans 8:12-30) 
 
Section Focus: 
>>> One no longer battles with serving two masters as one receives God’s Spirit of adoption and no 
longer fears the judgment awaiting this world. 
 
>>> The new household that we call home now through “faith in Christ” secures God’s children in His 
very best even when challenging times arise (Romans 8:28).  God is preparing us to follow Jesus. 
 
“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, (Romans 8:16)” 
 

 How should one see themselves now as the Spirit of adoption has taken hold of 
their lives and placed them together with Christ Jesus in God’s family? 
 
>>> Being born from above into the “Spirit of Truth” is how ALL are adopted into God’s family.  The 
truth sets God’s children free from bondage to fear and judgment so they can follow the Spirit.  
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. (Romans 8:14)” 
 
>>> Not only has God’s children been set free but they have become heirs like Christ who are NOT 
ashamed to suffer for the family name of the Lord.  
“If children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we 
may also be glorified together. (Romans 8:17)” 
 

How is being adopted out of the world transform hearts and lives? 
 
>>> One is given over to a new expectancy, for God to reveal all His sons (and daughters).  Even 
creation itself waits for this revelation.  The children of God persevere as they have placed their hope 
in the Gospel message shared in “Spirit and Truth”. 
“But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. (Romans 8:25)” 
 
>>> Christ is constantly making intercession for the saints so that all things will work together in love 
for those called according to God’s purpose (Romans 8:27-28) 
 
>>> Those whom God is revealing: He foreknew, He predestined to be transformed into the likeness 
of His Son, He calls them, He justifies them and He glorifies them as they are perfectly joined into and 
become members of the body of Christ. (Romans 8:29-30) 
  
Section Conclusion: 
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us. (Romans 8:18)” 
 
>>> God’s children who sit around the table He has prepared in His heavenly house for them share in 
the same future and inheritance.  As they have been adopted, the “love of God” has changed their heart 
cries to be centered on others because they know Jesus continues to intercede for them. 
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13. Letting the Love of God Have Full Access (Romans 8:31-39) 
 
Section Focus: 
>>> Jesus modelled for us the perfect walk of faith with God the Father; a life where heavenly, agape 
love had full access to one’s heart. 
 
>>> Jesus lived both a sinless life and a life of letting the “love of God” direct one’s heart.   
 
>>> Previously, the book of Romans went to great lengths to detail the work of God the Father providing 
an eternal covenant to cover one’s sin.  Chapter 8 closes with an emphasis on the power of God’s love 
to lift and carry one as they pick up their cross and follow Jesus.   
 
>>> In God’s love and its power, Paul and the early disciples were sent into the world to share their 
hearts regarding the “Good News”, the Gospel of Christ even if it meant martyrdom. (Romans 8:36)  
  

 What can all Christians rest in as they pursue living like Christ and living as God’s 
children born in (and through) the “love of Christ”? 
 
>>> As one sees their “new life” in Christ as an opportunity (calling) to live a life that transcends this 
world and transforms them into the image of the “Resurrected One” (Romans 8:28-30), they can always 
rest in God’s promise to His children of His loyal love for them. 
 
>>> Three promises Scripture makes based upon God’s loyal love and His good purpose in Romans 
8:31-34 for us: 
     1. If God is for us, who can prevent God from giving us all things? As God did not spare the life of 
         His Son for us, He will certainly freely give us the fullness of the life of His Son (all things). 
     2. No condemnation can be brought against those who trust in this labor of God as they pursue by     
         faith God’s work in His elect.  It will ALWAYS be God who justifies. 
     3. God’s Son who gave His life, intercedes for us at the right hand of the Father as we struggle in 
         this world where all flesh resists the work of God’s redeeming love whether they know God or not.  
 

 Can any power stand against the power of God’s love and the Gospel? 
 
>>> The power of God’s love is tested by: tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril 
and violence.  Nonetheless, the Spirit which has drawn God’s children to Himself now overcomes all 
these tests through the life-giving power of His love (Christ).   
“Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. (Romans 8:37)” 
 
Section Conclusion: 
>>> Let the love of Christ have full access to your heart and be persuaded like the Apostles. 
“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39)” 
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14. Carrying the Gospel Seed of Christ (Romans 9) 
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15. Sowing the seed of Christ righteousness (Romans 10) 
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16. Growing in the Gospel and letting its light shine from within (Romans 12) 
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Conclusion - Being representatives of the coming “Kingdom of Heaven” 
 


